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Aims 

A guide to assessment at Taverham High School including:

• Understanding target grades
• Frequency of tracking and reporting
• Attitude to Learning
• How to use assessment information to support your child



The ways in which School’s track and use assessments has 
changed over the last few years.

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2021

Wolf  Review implemented . First entry only counted on performance tables.
At Key stage 2 and 3 levels are disbanded

Some schools opt for Progress 8.

New end of Key Stage 2 assessments used in Primary schools.

1-8 scale used for Attainment and Progress 8 – no more counting 
5A*s-C. New KS2 assessments (Sept 2016 yr.7 cohort) 

First reformed GCSEs taken (English & maths) 1-9 scale 
used for new GCSEs.

More reformed GCSEs

Students with new KS2 assessment from 2016 are now 
Yr 11



Understanding What Assessments Mean at THS

KS3 no longer uses levels as a tool to assess progress.
A target is set for the end of KS4 and for GCSEs .

GCSEs will be grades as 1-9.
9 being the strongest grade- equivalent to an A**.
Students will need to pass English Lit or Lang and 

Maths at GCSE.
A grade 4 is classified as a standard pass.

A grade 5 is classified as a good pass.

In years 7-9 we track student progress 
against their end of KS4 target.

We will report whether they are making:
Above Expected Progress

Expected Progress
Or are Working Towards their target alongside 

and Attitude to Learning Grade.



Shows the performance 
of your child at the end 

of KS2 (Year 6)

THS set targets that are aspirational with 
an aim of being in the top 20% of the 

country.

This diagram indicates what the 
% chances are for your child 

achieving grades.

This is the target grade THS 
would use.

Indicate what % risk there is of a 
student achieving a lower or higher 

grade. This helps us to refine our 
target setting

Indicates any other 
factors that might have 
an impact on progress



So how can you support us with target 
setting?

When you see your child’s target grades let us 
know if you think they are wrong.

Did your child get ill before their KS2 
assessments?

Was there a family issue at the time that led 
to your child underperforming?

Were they given intensive support to get them 
through the assessments?

It is important to us that your child feels 
invested in at THS.

The targets for students will be 
set at the start of Year 7 and their 

progress will be tracked against 
this target for the next 5 years.



Progress will fluctuate. It is our role to offer 
support, guidance and where necessary 

intervention to get your child back on track.

How We Use Assessments at THS

Assessments are a key tool in helping us 
to track the progress of a student. 

Subject assessments will feed into the 
tracking points.

The intention from September 2017 is 
that there will be 3 tracking points per 
academic year, one of which will be a 

written report. We will target and work with key 
students to provide them with 

the necessary support



Steps of Intervention 

Wave 1
In class actions are taken 

by the teacher to 
improve progress.

Wave 1:
• New seating plan
• Offering additional 

support materials
• Directing questioning to 

them in lessons.
• Using cards to signal 

understanding
• Clear targets set

Wave 2
The Form Tutor, Head of 
Subject and Faculty take 

steps to support and 
improve  progress.

Wave 2:
• Additional catch up 

sessions offered at 
lunchtime and after 
school.

• Subject/form report 
to support progress

• Contact home 

Wave 3:
• Mentoring 
• Impact report
• Supervised study 

time

Wave 3
The Head of Key Stage 

and the Senior 
Leadership Team take 
steps to support and 
improve  progress.



Roles and Responsibilities 

Key Stage 
Coordinators

KS3: Mr S. 
Derrick

KS4: Mr S. 
Blowers

KS5: Mrs D. 
Painter

Heads of Year

KS3
Year 7: Miss L. Buffini

Year 8: Miss E. DiMarco
Year 9: Mr D. Taylor

KS4
Year 10: Mrs K Brook
Year 8: Mrs S. Barber

Deputy I/C sixth form: Dr 
A. Cormack

Heads Of Faculty 
English Faculty: Mrs V. Hanson
Maths Faculty: Mr J. Gerrard
Science Faculty: Mr R. Tutte
Creative Arts & Technical: Mr J. Eastick
Global & Historical Studies: Miss L. Curran
Social Sciences: Mrs S. Barker

Heads Of Subject 
History: Mrs M. Richardson
Geography: Mrs R. Gaylor
Biology: Mrs K. Kinsley
Chemistry: Mr P. Large
Physics: Mrs S. Allen
Music: Mr D. Timbers
Drama: Mrs K. Cornish
Art: Miss H. Pearce
PE: Mrs E. Wheater
Business: Mrs L. Robertson
ICT: Mr J. Welch



Attitude for Learning



Attitude for Learning

Are you working to the best of your ability?

A positive attitude for learning will have a big impact on your progress.



n. Judgement Descriptor

1 Excellent The student is a highly motivated learner, demonstrating independence with 

their own learning.

2 Expected The student approaches all learning positively, is prepared to be challenged 

and works to the best of their ability.

3 Below Expected The student will sometimes participate in lessons but their approach to 

learning needs improvement.

4 Serious Concern The student rarely approaches learning in a positive or focussed manner.



1. Excellent: is an aspirational ATL and should be for those students who 

actively go above and beyond the learning opportunities provided to them 

in a lesson and outside the classroom.

2. Meeting: The standard expected from all students for them to make the 

progress they are capable of.

3. Below Expected: If a student is being given a grade 3 this should trigger 

targeted intervention/dialogues with the student re ATL by HoF/HoK.

4. Serious Concern: For a student to receive a 4 action must already have 

been taking place e.g. meeting with the parents, student on report etc. by 

the appropriate member of staff. It should not come as a surprise to any 

person.

Case studies of examples of ATL grading were provided to teaching staff to 

develop consistency of judgements being given to students.



How Can Parents Support?

• Discuss their attitude for learning with child

• Praise positive ATL

• Discuss negative ATL

What can they do to improve?

Support child strategies to improve

• Monitor their progress from each report



Any questions?


