
KS4 Revision 
Evening

“The bad news is that from now onwards time 
flies, the good news is you’re the pilot!”



Presentations…
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Mr Hyett – Assistant Headteacher

Mrs G Higgins – Faculty Lead English and Media

Mr B Robinson – Head of KS4 Maths

Mr M Hart – Faculty Lead Science



Revision
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GCSE grades are important as they are the 
keys to unlock the next stage of your life.

More than anything you want to go onto 
something that you choose to do.

When you open your exam results in the 
summer you don’t want to have any regrets 
– you know that you tried your very best.





Reflection



Why it’s important to revise:

Learning is hard work! But it’s definitely possible!

Think about the things you know off-by-heart; the lyrics to songs 
from a few years ago, the words to your favourite films. 

You generally remember these things because 

(a) you enjoyed them and 

(b) you listened to or watched them lots of times.

But, since you were born, you have learned and understood millions 
of pieces of information that you will know for the rest of your life. 



KEY POINTS:

• Revision should be 'little and often’. 

• Revisiting things you find difficult or have got wrong in the past, at 
regular intervals, is vital. Over time, as you understand a little more, 
the work gets easier and you learn more. You start to make links 
between topics and ideas, and it becomes easier still. 

• But beware – it’s tempting to spend time revising stuff you already 
know but progress is made by revising things we don’t know!



Planning your revision:

To get the most out of your revision you must plan it! If not, it’s too 
tempting to pick up something comfortable and easy and learn very 
little. 

You need to plan:

When you are going to revise? (what times are best for 
you? How long is reasonable? 20-30mins at a time is best)

Where you are going to revise? (have you got a space of 
your own? Are your phone and other distractions away while 
you’re revising?)

What you are going to revise? (have you planned exactly 
what you want to learn in this chunk of time? Which question do 
you want to be able to answer?)

When and how you’re going to relax? (this is just as 
important. You need to eat and drink well and plan time with 
friends and family. You won’t work well if you don’t relax well).





How effective are strategies?

Summarising - writing summaries of texts - LOW

Highlighting/underlining - LOW

Imagery - forming mental pictures while reading or listening - LOW

Re-reading - LOW

Interleaved practice - switching between different kinds of problems - MODERATE

Self-explanation - how a problem was solved - MODERATE

Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge - especially using flash cards - HIGH

Distributed practice - spreading out study over time - HIGH
10



Recommended techniques:

11

Quizzing

Good old fashioned quizzing is an ideal vehicle to get students self-
testing, which is proven to be a robust revision strategy, so that 
students can calibrate their knowledge and remembering. There are 
various types of quizzes, of course, such as short answer quizzing, 
multiple choice or a hybrid of the two, with different question types 
suiting different purposes.
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Flashcards

Flashcards are a very familiar tool used by students. Crucially, 
however, too many students fail to use them for effective self-testing.

Write a question on the front of a card and the answer/s on the back 
and test yourself. 

Students should beware dropping flashcards they think they know!
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Past questions

Students need to practice examination questions over and over, well 
spaced over time. The effect of exploring worked examples or exam 
answers, as well as writing their own, helps students process and refine 
their revision for exam success.



Resources:
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Revision

17

88 DAYS TO START OF GCSES SHORT TERM SACRIFICE –
LONG SUMMER – GATE WAY 

TO SUCCESS

GET STARTED QUICKLY-
DON’T KID YOURSELF

BALANCE- REMEMBER HALF 
TERMS AND EASTER

20 MINUTE CHUNKS ON A 
TOPIC – TEST YOURSELF ON 

PREVIOUS ONE

BE SYSTEMATIC GET A COPY 
OF THE SPEC AND RAG RATE 

IT – START WITH THE RED  
AND COME BACK TO IT.

WE ARE ALL DIFFERENT BUT 
WOULD START WITH  30 

MINUTES A NIGHT BUT BE 
REALISTIC WHEN YOU WILL 
STUDY – GRADUALLY BUILD 

YOUR TIME UP



How can pupils revise for 
their English GCSEs?

Mrs Higgins

Head of Faulty – English and Media 
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English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

English Literature English Language

Paper 1

Shakespeare & The 
19th Century Novel

- Macbeth
- A Christmas Carol / 
Jekyll and Hyde

Paper 2

Modern Texts & 
Poetry

- An Inspector Calls
- Power & Conflict
- Unseen Poetry

Paper 1

Explorations in 
Creative Reading 

and Writing

Fiction Text

Paper 2

Writers' 
Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

Non-Fiction Texts

1hr 45 mins 1hr 45 mins2hr 15 mins

11th May (AM) 19th May (AM) 21st May (AM) 5th June (AM)

40% 60%

1hr 45 mins

No tiered entry



English Language

Paper 1

Explorations in Creative Reading and 
Writing
Fiction

Paper 2

Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives
Non-Fiction

Section A Reading

Q1 Comprehension

Q2 Language analysis

Q3 Structure analysis

Q4 Evaluation

Section B Writing

Q5 Description or Narrative

Section A Reading

Q1 Comprehension

Q2 Comparative Summary

Q3 Language analysis

Q4 Comparing writers Viewpoints and 
Perspectives

Section B Writing

Q5 Opinion Writing

1hr 45 mins
1hr 45 mins

Comparative 
paper with 2 

sources to read

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening



English Language – How can I revise?

Paper 1 Paper 2

• Letters

• Journals

• Diary entries

• Speeches

• Articles

• Travel writing

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

• Novel extracts

• Short stories

Focus on openings, 

endings, descriptive 

parts, settings, and 

characters.

C19th
+

C20 or 
C21st

C20th or 
C21st



English Language – How can I revise?

PAST PAPERS!

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Available on the AQA 
website.

Pupils can ask their 
English teacher if 
unsure.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type|6=Question+papers


English Language – How can I revise?

Revision Guide

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Click here for a look inside.

https://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/look-inside/9781382039802.pdf?region=uk


English Language – How can I revise?

Websites

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Class teachers can allocate 
topics to pupils, or they can log 
in and search for relevant 
quizzes.

Bitesize has a great range of 
reading, videos and quizzes on 
each language paper.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4


English Literature

Paper 1 
Shakespeare & The 19th 

Century Novel

Paper 2
Modern Texts & Poetry

Section A

Macbeth Extract based 
essay question
(closed book)

Section B

A Christmas 
Carol / Jekyll 
& Hyde

Extract based 
essay question
(closed book)

Section A

An Inspector Calls Essay question no extract (closed book)

Section B

Power & Conflict 
Poetry

Comparative essay question exploring a 
theme in named poem (provided) and 
one other (not)

Section C

Unseen poetry Essay question on theme (poem 
provided)

Unseen comparison Essay comparing 2 unseen poems

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening



English Literature – How can I revise?

Paper 1 Paper 2

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

• Unseen poems



English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

All GCSE Literature texts are available via e-Platform library which can be 
found on our Portals page of the school website.  



English Literature – How can I revise?

PAST PAPERS!

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Available on the AQA 
website.

Pupils can ask their 
English teacher if unsure.

CAUTION!
The 2022 papers were 
structured differently due to 
COVID.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type|6=Question+papers


English Literature – How can I revise?

Revision Guides

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

CGP have a great range at 
excellent value.

Average cost £5-7 per 
book.

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english?sort=best_selling&quantity=36&page=1&view=grid&currentFilter=ExamBoard_140


English Literature – How can I revise?

Websites

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Class teachers can 
allocate topics to 
pupils, or they can log 
in and search for 
relevant quizzes.

Bitesize has a great range of 
reading, videos and quizzes on 
each language paper.

Revision videos on 
YouTube such as 
MrBruff: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/
mrbruff

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff


English Literature – How can I revise?

Creating Flashcards

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Create flashcards for key 
terminology and quotations for 
the Literature texts. 



English Literature – How can I revise?

Creating Mind-Maps

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

Create mind-maps for key 
characters and themes in the 
Literature texts. 
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English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

https://taverhamhighschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/msteams_3d
b229/EjfQqbz9Uj1KkWBWFlEvl6sB29yq9i423tpz3m1I3TGFOg?e
=kOUmke

https://taverhamhighschool.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/msteams_3db229/EjfQqbz9Uj1KkWBWFlEvl6sB29yq9i423tpz3m1I3TGFOg?e=kOUmke


g.higgins@taverhamhigh.org
m.hollis@taverhamhigh.org

Any further questions, please get in touch:

YouTube:
Mr Bruff -
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-

7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

Famous Speeches -
– watch and analyse Barack Obama, 
Emma Watson, Maya Angelou, Greta 
Thunberg, Martin Luther King etc.

Mr Sallis -
https://www.youtube.com/@MrSallesTeachesEnglish

Royal Shakespeare Company -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPa2rKXDQP0&list=PLol
OYEpIfPsloAacNeATvlaQKlk7Q2lyf

English Department
Year 11 Revision Evening

mailto:c.greenacre@taverhamhigh.org
mailto:m.hollis@taverhamhigh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.youtube.com/@MrSallesTeachesEnglish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPa2rKXDQP0&list=PLolOYEpIfPsloAacNeATvlaQKlk7Q2lyf


Maths GCSE

Mr Robinson, Head of KS4 
Maths



GCSE - Mathematics

• Exam board AQA

• Foundation Grades 1 – 5

• Higher Grades 4 – 9

• 3 papers each 1 hour 30mins

• Paper 1 Non calculator

• Papers 2 & 3 Calculator allowed



Changes from Summer 2023.

• There will be between 0 and 4 multiple choice questions in each paper (there 
used to be 8). They are only worth 1 mark each.

• There will be a formula sheet issued with every exam paper. Familiarise yourself

with this before the exam.

• More focus on fewer words and ease of reading. AQA will make sure that they 
use the minimum words that convey the necessary meaning across all our 
questions.







Additional formulae
• These formulae are embedded within a question where it’s required to answer the question:

40

• Curved surface area of a cone = 𝜋 × 𝑟 × 𝑙, 

where 𝑟 is the radius and 𝑙 is the slant height

• Volume of a cone = 
1

3
× 𝜋 × 𝑟2 × ℎ, 

where 𝑟 is the radius and ℎ is the perpendicular height

• Volume of a pyramid = 
1

3
× 𝑎𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝑜𝑓 𝑏𝑎𝑠𝑒 × ℎ, 

where ℎ is the perpendicular height

• Surface area of a sphere = 4 × 𝜋 × 𝑟2, 

where 𝑟 is the radius

• Volume of a sphere = 
4

3
× 𝜋 × 𝑟3, 

where 𝑟 is the radius

• Final velocity: 𝑣 = 𝑢 + 𝑎 × 𝑡, 𝑣2 = 𝑢2 + 2 × 𝑎 × 𝑠

Displacement: 𝑠 = 𝑢 × 𝑡 +
1

2
× 𝑎 × 𝑡2, 

where 𝑎 is constant acceleration, 𝑢 is initial velocity, 𝑣 is 

final velocity, 𝑠 is displacement, and 𝑡 is time.



Additional formulae
• These formulae aren’t provided within an exam paper, and it’s expected that you know them:

• Area of a rectangle = 𝑙 × 𝑤, 

where 𝑙 is the length and 𝑤 is the width

• Area of a triangle = 
1

2
× 𝑏 × ℎ, 

where 𝑏 is the base and ℎ is the perpendicular height

• Area of a parallelogram = 𝑏 × ℎ, 

where 𝑏 is the base and ℎ is the perpendicular height

• Volume of a cuboid = 𝑙 × 𝑤 × ℎ, 

where 𝑙 is the length, 𝑤 is the width and ℎ is the height

• Volume of a prism = 𝑎𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝑜𝑓 𝑐𝑟𝑜𝑠𝑠 𝑠𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 × 𝑙, 

where 𝑙 is the length

• Volume of a cylinder = 𝜋 × 𝑟2 × ℎ, 

where 𝑟 is the radius and ℎ is the height

• Speed = 𝑑𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 ÷ 𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒

• Density = 𝑚𝑎𝑠𝑠 ÷ 𝑣𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑚𝑒

• General form for the equation of a straight line: 𝑦 =

𝑚𝑥 + 𝑐, 

where 𝑚 is the gradient, 𝑐 is the 𝑦-intercept

• General form for the equation of a circle (Higher tier 

only):

𝑥2 + 𝑦2 = 𝑟2, where 𝑟 is the radius.





Top tips for productive Maths revision:

Practice, practice, practice. DO actual maths problems. Short, daily practice (15-20 mins) is better than long, infrequent sessions.

Use Past Papers. They are crucial for understanding question styles, timings, and identifying weaknesses. Mark them and focus
on topics where you lost marks.

Target weaknesses. After past papers, make a list of topics you struggled with and revise those specific areas using online 
resources. 

Learn Formulas. Use flashcards or posters for key formulas and equations. 



How to approach worded problems

• Understanding the question and 

what is being asked before writing 

any working.

• Perhaps by underlining key words or 

information. Give attention to 

differing units, as these might need 

converting.

• That you might need to apply within 

the question.

• Read the question Identify key information Recall any relevant formulae

• Begin thinking about how the 

numbers interact with each other 

and write down the required 

calculations.

• Avoid confusion about what different 

numbers represent, possibly adding 

notes to your work to avoid any 

confusion.

• Make sure that your answers make 
sense in the context offered, and that 
you have answered all parts of the 
question. It’s easy to forget the goal 
in multi-step problems.

Start at the beginning Write the units in your calculations Review your work



• Take your time to read the question 
carefully

• Identify key terms to direct your 
working.

• Write down all the steps in your 
work, including work you used a 
calculator for.
Marks can be awarded for correct 
methods, even if you don’t get to 
the correct answer.

• Write down what you know, even if 
you don’t get the final answer.
An educated guess is better than 
leaving a question blank.

• Read the question

Tips for during the exam

• Show your working • Attempt every question

• Each mark roughly equates to 1 
minute. Aim to spend about 2 minutes 
on questions worth 2 marks.
Use ‘banked’ time to work through 
harder questions.

• Make sure that your workings and 

answers are clear. Only cross out work 

that you don’t want to be marked 

when it has been replaced with new 

work.

• Make sure that you have answered 

the question being asked, and that 

your answer makes sense in context.

Use time wisely Take care with writing Check your work



Insights from the examiners
Present your work clearly –
‘scruffy’ work is a common cause of lost marks. Draw diagrams in pencil, so you can erase your work if needed



• Check your work often –
Basic calculation errors are common, and you wouldn’t normally make them

• Use a calculator when you can –
Marks are often lost through inaccurate calculations in papers 2 and 3

• Use the formulae sheet –
Incorrectly recalling a provided formula will result in marks being lost

• Begin questions by writing down what you can –
Longer questions tend to result in more ‘non-attempts’, but you could gain some marks by writing down what 
you know about the question.

Insights from the examiners



• Assessment feedback Sheets 
Students should have an assessment feedback sheet stuck in their books after every assessment 
they sit in Year 10 and 11. This is used to identify problematic topics and areas of weakness 
which require further practice.



• GCSE Past Papers
Students have access on Teams to GCSE past papers. 
Students will also be given a number of past papers by their class teacher. 



Resources



Mymaths.co.uk (Username : taverham Password : maths)

CorbettMaths.com (video demonstrations)

onmaths.com/revisionator (generates graded questions and marks them)

astarlearning.co.uk (video demonstrations)

mathsgenie.co.uk (graded questions by topic)

CPG Revision Guides / Practice Workbook / Revision Cards



Science Revision 
Top tips

Matthew Hart
Head of Science Faculty

M.hart@taverhamhigh.org



What is your child studying
and how are they assessed?

Combined Science Separate (Triple) Science

2 GCSE grades 3 GCSE grades (one for each science)

AQA Trilogy Specification – 2 tiers available AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Specifications 2 tiers 
available

Exams: 6 papers:
Paper 1: Chemistry (Topics C1-C5)
Paper 1: Physics (Topics P1-P4)
Paper 1: Biology (Topics B1-B4)
Paper 2: Chemistry (Topics C6-C10)
Paper 2: Physics (Topics P5 – P7)
Paper 2: Biology (Topics B5 – B7)
All papers are 1 hour 15 mins each and have the 
same weighting

Exams: 6 papers
Paper 1: Chemistry (Topics C1-C5)
Paper 1: Physics (Topics P1-P4)
Paper 1: Biology (Topics B1-B4)
Paper 2: Chemistry (Topics C6-C10)
Paper 2: Physics (Topics P5 – P8 – extra Space unit)
Paper 2: Biology (Topics B5 – B7)
All papers are 1 hour 45 mins each and have the same 
weighting
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Scary?



One of the best ways to…
Know what you need to know
Discover areas of weakness

is to use…

Personalised learning checklists

Specifications

Past paper questions



Specifications - Where are they?



What do they 
look like?









Act on area of weakness

•Revision guides
•Revision knowledge mats
•Revision videos
•Seneca
•BBC Bitesize
• Independence booklets
•Revision sessions
•Contact teachers



Revision guides
Practice books

AQA 9-1 exam

Science 
department sells 

CGP books at 
roughly 50% 

RRP





Revision 
videos 

Primrose Kitten

Free Science 
Lessons 



Seneca - website
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Contact your teachers

•Finds us at school

•Email



GCSE 
Revision



GCSE 
Revision

Focus on Weaknesses

• Track progress & target gaps

Take Care of Yourself

• Sleep, exercise, breaks, healthy food

Minimise Distractions

• Quiet study space

• Limit social media

Use Support

• Ask teachers

• Attend school revision sessions

Reward Progress

• Celebrate small achievements


