
Mrs Robertson

Head of Sixth Form

UCAS Parents Briefing

“Sixth-form students benefit from teaching that is 
closely tailored to their needs.”



2

Session outline

➢ Post 18 choices
➢ Key dates
➢ UCAS Hub
➢ UCAS application
➢ The reference process & predicted grades
➢ How to support your child / ward
➢ Student finance
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Post 18 choices

University Apprenticeship Gap year Employment

Undergraduate
Foundation degree

Higher
Degree level
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Key dates for 2027

Public
* 18:00 UK time

Taverham Sixth Form internal deadlines:
Friday 2nd October

Friday 20th November.
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Public
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Find your best fit uni or college

Public

Style and focus
✓  From research-intensive to practical, career-orientated 

learning.

Location and size 
✓ Ranges from small campuses to large city-based 

universities with over 20,000 students.

Culture and facilities
✓  Environment, resources, and student life.

Graduate outcomes 
✓  What careers have recent graduates gone on to?

 

Costs
✓  Include living costs, accommodation, and transport.

•  
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Choices and what to look for
• Students can make a maximum of five choices on their application including:

o No more than four choices to any one of medicine, dentistry, veterinary 
medicine or veterinary science.

o No more than one course at either Oxford or Cambridge.
• Invisibility of choices
• Choices are not sent in preference order

Look at the subject 
requirements as 
well as grades

Look at the course 
content
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Entry requirements & admissions

Check entry 
requirements and 

match against 
predicted grades.

Have a range of entry 
requirements including 

a safe choice.

Check whether there 
are any additional 
admissions tests 

required

UCAT – booking 16/6 - 16/9
LNAT – booking opens 1/8/

ESAT & TMUA – booking 20/7 
- 28/9

University Admissions Tests | UCAS | UKCAT, BMAT, LNAT And More

Early entry applications 
need to be sent by 

October 15 (internal 
deadline October 2)

Oxford, Cambridge, 
Medicine, Dentistry and 

Veterinary.

https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/admissions-tests
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UCAS Fee and fsm fee waiver

• The cost to submit a UCAS application for 2027 entry is £34.50
o This single fee allows your child / ward to add up to five university and college 

choices to their application.

• Students who have received UK Government funded free school meals at any point 
during secondary education may be eligible to have the application fee waived.
o Your child / ward hasto declare they received FSM in the 'More about you' 

section of their application
o FSM is different to the sixth form bursary.

• If your child / ward receive the sixth form bursary, this can be used to pay the UCAS 
application fee.
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We are currently 
here.

Completing the ucas application
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Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for 
this course or subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why 
are these experiences useful?

The personal statement
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Public

decisions  
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➢The overall reference is written by form tutors.
➢All students will have a reference regardless of destination.
➢Subject teachers add information to Unifrog about how the student 

has done in areas or skills that link to their chosen subject.
➢Predicted grades are an optimistic yet realistic prediction of what 

your child / ward could achieve if everything went as well as it 
could.
oNeeds to be based on demonstratable evidence

The reference process  
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Attend open days

Talk about options

Identify experiences 
/ supercurricular

Check their personal 
statement draft

Encourage reflection

Remind them of 
deadlines

how to support your child / ward  
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Lifelong learning entitlement (LLE)
• This replaces previous student finance applications.
• Students can still be eligible for:

o Tuition fee loan
oMaintenance loan

• The amount partly depends on the number of credits student's study.
oA year of studying a bachelor's degree full time is usually 120 credits.

• Students can apply for Tuition Fee Loans up to a total of £39,160. This is 
the same as 4 years of full-time study or 480 credits.

• Students start repaying loans when they earn over £25,000 a year.
• Loans will be written off 40 years after the April they are first due to 

repay.
• Interest is charged at 3.2%



17
Public

Tuition fee loan.
• Covers the full cost of the fees 

charged by universities.
o Up to £9,790 per year

• Paid straight to the university
• Eligible applicants need to 

'ordinarily reside' in the UK or 
British overseas territory for 3 
years before the start of 
the course.

Maintenance loan.
• Helps towards living costs
• The loan amount will depend on:

o their characteristics, 
including where they live

o what they study and how
o their household income

• Paid in 3 instalments at the start 
of each term directly to the 
student

Lifelong learning entitlement (LLE)
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SCHOLARSHIPS, BURSARIES & grants  

Public 
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further resources 

• UCAS website Advice for parents, guardians and carers | UCAS 

• UCAS Parents Podcast UCAS Parents' Podcast | UCAS 

• Admissions tests University Admissions Tests | UCAS | UKCAT, BMAT, 
LNAT And More

• Lifelong Learning Entitlement Student finance if your course starts on 
or after 1 January 2027: Overview - GOV.UK 

https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers/ucas-parents-podcast
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/admissions-tests
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/admissions-tests
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-on-or-after-1-january-2027
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-on-or-after-1-january-2027
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-on-or-after-1-january-2027
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-on-or-after-1-january-2027
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