
 

 

Drama 
The A-level drama course focus is on the direction and performance of plays throughout history 
and the critical analysis of live theatre seen on stage. One of the main appeals of the subject is the 
emphasis on group activities, so the learning takes place through the shared experience of 
watching theatre and of making drama as part of a group. 

A-level Drama and Theatre Studies is for students who enjoy reading and watching plays, and 
taking part in them, whether performing, directing or designing sets and costumes. It offers 
students the freedom to choose both the content and the form of all the practical presentations. 
This course will help students to develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of 
practical drama skills including: 

• acting and performing/ directing/ costume/set designing/ technical design 

• understanding of the major theatrical styles 

• performance techniques – interpretation, voice, physicality, stage relationships with others 

• design skills – interpretation, visual and design impacts and set creation 

• technical abilities – lighting and sound design, special effects, technology and appropriate 
equipment 

• practical skills – from making masks and building sets to creation of period style and make-
up 

• confidence, team-building, communication and other life skills. 

A successful drama student is a positive, hardworking young performer who is passionate and 
enthusiastic about collaborative working. A sense of fun and the willingness to take risks is 
important in the development of practical work and being supportive and encouraging towards 
others is essential. Punctuality and attendance is vital to success. 

Standard entrance requirements for entry onto A-level drama are 6 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above, 
including Grade 5 or above in English and Grade 4 or above in maths.  A GCSE in drama is advised.  

Beyond the classroom 

- theatre trips both locally and nationally 
- cultural trips to the V&A Museum and the National Theatre Archives in London 
- site specific theatre in the local community 
- professional workshops and presentations with industry specialists 
- performances to friends and families 
- rehearsals and study sessions after school and during the holidays 

Career opportunities 

A-level Drama and Theatre Studies is useful for students considering Higher Education in any arts 
or humanities subject including English language and literature, journalism, dance, music, art and 
design and media studies. 

Career opportunities for students who study A-level Drama and Theatre Studies include arts/ 
theatre administration, arts journalism, director, actor, designer, playwright, stage management, 
theatre management, theatrical agent, technician, broadcasting, media presenting, education, 
drama therapy and scriptwriting. 

Costs 

Please be aware that if you are eligible for a post 16 bursary then the cost of relevant books and 
resources may be covered depending on family circumstances – please ask in the sixth form office 
for further details. 
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Course Structure 

Component 1: drama and theatre 

Written exam: 3 hours; open book; 40% of A-level; marked by AQA: 

- Section A: one question (from a choice) on one of the set plays from List A (25 marks) 
- Section B: one two part question on a given extract from one of the set plays from List B (25 

marks) 
- Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (30 

marks) 

 

Component 2: creating original drama (practical) 

Working notebook (40 marks); devised performance (20 marks); 30% of A-level; marked by 
teachers and moderated by AQA. 

- process of creating devised drama 
- performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer, designer or director). 

Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one prescribed practitioner 

 

Component 3: making theatre (practical) 

Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks); reflective report (20 marks); 30% of A-level; marked by AQA: 

- practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts (Extract 1, 2 and 3) each taken from 
a different play. Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3. This 
is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer, designer 
or director) 

- reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts 

 

Please note that Drama takes place at Hellesdon High School. Transport is provided by THS 
to/from classes.  

   

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262
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Pre course A-level study 

1) Buy and read both of the following plays 
Complete a mood board research page in poster form for both. Collate images and key 
quotes. Research the themes, characters, genre, style and background research about both 
the play, the style and the writer. 

Playwright List A set play 

Carlo Goldoni A Servant to Two Masters 

Timberlake Wertenbaker Our Country's Good 
(Methuen Student Editions – ISBN: 978-0413692306) 

 

    
  

Research ideas 

• Watch YouTube clips from both plays and read online sources (Education packs are 
particularly helpful) 

• Books on Commedia Dell’arte and The Georgian Judicial System, alongside books about 
the Transportation of convicts to the British Penal Colony New South Wales 

2) Watch live theatre 
You will need to watch at least one live theatre across this time and can do so by logging on to 
Digital Theatre Plus https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education using the following 
details. 

User name: student.hhs Password: theatre. 

Notes should contain the following: 

• What is the title, who wrote it, where did you see it, what was the name of the theatre 
company performing? 

• What was it about? Themes/aims and intentions 

• What was the style and genre of the performance?  

• What do you think the intentions for the audience were? For example was it designed to 
make you laugh/cry? 

• Were there any particular moments that stood out, if so why? 

• What was the period and genera? 

• Comment on the set, costumes, lighting and sound 

 

https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education
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3) School production 

The school production next year is 9 to 5 the Musical, with music and lyrics by Dolly Parton 
and book by Patricia Resnick, based on the seminal 1980 hit movie. 

Set in the late 1970s this hilarious story of friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era is 
outrageous, thought-provoking and even a little romantic. Pushed to boiling point, three 
female co-workers concoct a plan to get even with the sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical 
bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee live out their 
wildest fantasy – giving their boss the boot! While Hart remains "otherwise engaged," the 
women give their workplace a dream makeover, taking control of the company that had 
always kept them down. Hey, a girl can scheme, can't she? 

Why not listen to the London cast recording, look for the Album below on Spotify or Youtube 

 

 

If you’re interested in auditioning, please email Mr Rayner: drayner7nre@nsix.org.uk 

 

mailto:drayner7nre@nsix.org.uk

